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From The Pastor's Desk
Hello Friends,
 

One cold night, a small group of
people shuffled into a large
church on the town square in
Vermont. The church was one of
those tall-steeple Congrega-
tionalist churches that had long
ago seen its glory years come
and go, and the turnout this
night was smaller than expected
—two people to be exact. As the
Christ candle was lit to signify
God with us, it sput-tered and
puffed so much that the pastor
had the time to think to himself,
"Please don’t let it go out.” He
remembers, “The candle sputters
in the half-darkness like a voice
too embarrassed or
overwhelmed to proclaim the
news, but then, it catches fire,
and there we are, three people
and a flickering light in an old
church…the noise of the cars
and their winter-rusted mufflers
outside. The moment is filled
with ambiguities,” he continues,
“of all such quiet observances
among few people, in the midst
of an oblivious population in
a radically secular age. The act is

 so ambiguous because its terms
are so extreme: the Lord is with
us, or we are pathetic fools.”
(Garret Keizer, A Dresser of
Sycamore Trees: The Finding of
a Ministry, p. 73)This time of
year, we light candles in the
darkness, praying
that they somehow sputter into
the Light of the World. We sit
with dear friends enduring loss,
hoping that somehow our
presence is would flicker God’s
life into theirs. We sing songs
that tell of Christ’s coming in
final victory even while a world
of defeated people rips down
Hwy 72—oblivious to our
strange, unheard news. 
     Take heart, friends. At some
point, the candle will catch, the
blaze will warm, and the
celebration of Christmas will be
upon us. We will put away the
talk of darkness and waiting,
and will revel instead in the gifts
that signal His arrival. Come
quickly, Lord Jesus, come.
 
                           pastor joe
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Flower List
It is that time of year 
when we make the list 
of who puts flowers in the church
for the new year.  The list remains
the same as 2019 except for those
whose names have already been
removed. If you wish to add or
remove your name from the list,
please contact Jerrie Teet at 706-
540-2226  or 706-788-3207 or
jtteet@aol.com by Dec. 15. Thank
you for your help in completion of
this list.

UMW
Dec. 2, 6pm
 

Christmas in Colbert
Dec. 6, 6pm
 

KFC Christmas Party
Dec. 13, 4-8pm
 

UMYF Journey Through
Bethlehem
Dec. 14, 5-9pm
 

UMYF Christmas Party
Dec. 15, 6pm
 

Food Bank
Dec. 19, 10am-noon
 

UMYF Shopping Trip
Dec. 23, 10am-5pm
 

Christmas Eve Service
Dec. 24, 5:30pm
 

Soup Kitchen
Dec. 26, 10:30-1pm
 

Family Fun Night
Dec. 31, 6pm
 
 

Soup Kitchen
OUR DAILY BREAD AT ATHENS FBC

We did not serve in November
because our day to serve is fourth
Thursday, which always falls on
Thanksgiving Day. If you are
interested in serving in
December, be at Athens First
Baptist Church on Dec. 26 at
10:30 a.m. to prepare and serve
food. We leave promptly at 1pm.
We do not have to clean up.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

& EVENTS

Food Bank
NORTHEAST GEORGIA FOOD BANK

We are so privileged to be able to
hold a Food Bank day on the third
Thursday of each month. Ingles
has donated all of our paper bags
for bagging for the last several
years when Bill and Shirley
McClure first started the Colbert
UMC Food Bank. We need
shoppers and baggers to prepare
bags for the day of the Food Bank.
Please contact Dave English, Greg
Palmer or Mariann Branson if you
are interested in helping. This is a
great ministry to be a part of. On
Nov. 21, the Colbert UMC Food
Bank provided food bags to 80
families—234 people total. Much
thanks to Greg Palmer, Dave
English, Shirley McClure, Wanda
Coley, and Bill and Janet Ashley 
 for their help. Allen and Faye
Harris purchased eggs to give.
The Food Bank still needs
shoppers and baggers. Please
consider helping a couple times a
year. The next distribution will
be on Dec. 19, 10am-noon.
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Thanks to everyone for the donations given
throughout the year to fill the Christmas Shoeboxes.
Dave English delivered 25 boxes to the drop-off
location. He also secured our tracking number so
that we will know what country will receive them.
We can be assured that during this time of the year,
we will make 25 children happy. God Bless and
Merry Christmas.



Shoeboxes were delivered Nov. 18
by Dave English. We thank everyone
who helped with this ministry, as
well as paying for shipping. If
anyone is interested in handing out
candy canes and church
cards/brochures at Christmas in
Colbert on Dec. 6 from 6pm to 8pm
near the Colbert Depot, please see
Katherine Phelps. Blessings to you
all this Christmas.

Currently, we are serving 36
students at the middle school and
13 students at the high
school.Thank you so much for all of
your contributions to this important
ministry that feeds our students in
Madison County. We will give each
student a Christmas gift consisting
of socks,hat, gloves, chapstick,
gum, candy and a surprise item.
Your faithfulness in giving to
thisministry helps hungry children..
If you would like to donate, you may
contact Brenda Abdel-Hafez at 706-
247-5412 or
inthemiddlemeals@gmail.com or go
to inthemiddlemeals.org to donate
through Paypal.

Your trustees hope everyone had a blessed and happy Thanksgiving.
As the calendar year draws to a close, so are the projects that this
year’s trustees have accomplished. The trustees look forward to
completing current projects and implementing new ones next year. 
     Projects completed include the cleaning of the steeples on both
the church and FLC; upgrading the church marquee sign with LED
lights; electrical upgrades to the parsonage, along with trimming the
shrubbery; carpets in both the church nursery and the former youth
room in the FLC professionally cleaned; and a new awning over the
entrance to the Sunday school annex. 
     CUMC’s youth director, Tracy Coley, spearheaded the conversion of
the basically unused old fellowship hall into an area for the youth to
have their own space to meet, have Bible studies, play games, study,
etc. The trustees approved this project, and the finance committee,
along with others, provided the funding. The HVAC vendor has been
approved with an air/heat unit being installed in the near future. We
thank our pastor for his leadership and input on this project. 
     The trustees' desire is for everyone to have a blessed holiday and a
Christ filled Christmas season. We want to spread anew the Good
News of Christ’s birth. We thank each person for helping us to
minister to our fellow man. Should anyone have a concern or idea,
please inform the pastor or any member of the trustees.

continues to have health issues. 
Blessings and love, 
Mildred Hammond

 
Thank you, church family, for the
prayers and thoughts for me
during my heart scare. My heart is
fine and I am thankful for the
many blessings that God has
bestowed upon me. Thanks again
for your concerns.

Shalom, Ruth Johnson

To my loving and caring church
family: I want to thank each and
every one for thier thoughts
prayers, cards, and phone calls
during the terrible loss of my son,
Wayne Hammond. Knowing  you
share in our sorrow makes our
grief a little easier to bear. Please
continue to pray for me and the
family as we go through this very
difficult time. Thanks so much for
all your prayers for Karen. This is a
very stressful time for her, and she

MOE
MISSION-OUTREACH-
EVANGELISM
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iMm Program 
INTHEMIDDLEMEALS

Trustees

Thank You

http://yahoo.com/


GAP Class
The final book in the Bible is called
Revelation, because it reveals how
life on earth as we know it will end.
But it could just as easily have
been called “The New Beginning,”
because it is all about what life in
God’s perfect community will be
like. This book may mark the end
of the Bible, but it’s really the
beginning of a brand-new
adventure.
     We sincerely appreciate Neal
McGinnis for sharing his insight
and previous study of Revelation.
It has been so wonderful to read
and share together in the
scriptures found there. Join us on
Sundays at 10am to participate
with us.

Brookshire
Class
Living into this holy purpose is
not just our final destination; it's 
also our path, one that we do not
walk alone. We can walk with 
confidence because we love and
serve a God who is faithful and 
dependable, who makes and
keeps promises, and never gives
up on us. We can trust this God. 
This God gives us hope." The
theme for our lessons is "Hope,"
and we will study and discuss
scripture from both the Old and
 New Testament. Come join us as
we draw closer to God and
increase our faith.
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In Loving Memory
Wayne Craig, Sr.

Dec. 15, 1946 - Nov. 16, 2019

"Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in
humility value others above yourselves."  Phillipians 2:3

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Kalin Kidd who
graduated from the Winder Assist to
Succeed Dental Program on Nov. 16
as a Certified Dental Assistant. We
are very proud of Kalin and her
accomplishments. We are looking
forward to watching where the
future takes her in the dental field.

Thank You
My dear church family,
     There are just no words that ade-
quately express my thankfulness and
appreciation to each of you. Over these
past four years you have prayed contin-
ually for Wayne. As you know, he was
given 10 to 19 months as a prognosis,
and I can't help believing through love
and prayers he was given the strength to
fight his cruel disease of cancer for as
long as he did. God blessed our family
with added time. Your acts of kindness
through calls, texts, cards and food
touched my heart and will always be
cherished.
     A special thank you to Pastor Joe for
coming to visit, his calls and especially
his precious prayers.

     Love in Christ, Judy
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Youth
Christmas came early for our
youth. Thanks to the time,
talent, monetary and material
contributions of Travis Phillips,
Mike Kennedy, Dave English, Nick
and Katherine Phelps, Ken and
Lauren Watson, Allen and Faye
Harris, and several donors, we
moved into our new youth
space, the former fellowship
hall, on Nov. 3. We are grateful
for all who contributed to this
project, including those with
whom we consulted and prayed
for us; we feel so loved by our
church family. 

 
Dec. 13 
 
 

Jan. 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dec. 14
 

 
 
Dec. 15
 
 
 

Dec. 23
 
 
 

Jan. 18-19
 

June 7-13
 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY,
6PM
 

Laser Tag
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOURNEY THROUGH
BETHLEHEM,
ATHENS, 5-9PM
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY &
HYGIENE KIT
ASSEMBLY
 

HYGIENE KIT DLVRY &
CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING TRIP
 

MISSION WEEKEND
 

2020 YOUTH MISSION
TRIP: LOUISVILLE, KY
 

KFC Kids/JAM
JAM (Jesus and Me): In Sunday
school, we will celebrate Jesus'
birth and learn from the angels,
Mary and Joseph, Elizabeth, 
 Jesus' birth, Simeon and Anna,
and how God protected Jesus.
     In KFC, we will learn how to
use our skills and abilities for

God's service, and continue
learning about Bill Barker and
the Appalachian Mountain
Ministry. Our Christmas party is
December 13 at 6pm. We will
not meet December 25 or
January 1, so that we may
celebrate with our families.

    In November, we visited The
Compassion Experience, a
moving, interactive exhibit in
Jefferson where youth got to
experience international poverty.
AND we are sponsoring a 12-year-
old girl from Bolivia named
Marisel. 
     We'll take a short Thanksgiving
break Dec. 1 and 8, then will hop
into the Christmas season with
celebrations of giving. 
     And don't forget our Peanut
Store is open for peanut sales,
which will fund our mission trip.
 

                    In His service,
                    Tracy

UPCOMING EVENTS

KFC

YOUTH
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We still have peanuts!
The youth still have a few bags of peanuts left. Get them
before they're gone! Sales go toward our summer mission trip
and programming. Peanuts are $6/bag or $120/case (20 bags).
Contact Tracy at 706-318-1543 or colbertumyf@gmail.com. 
 

Peanut Recipe Contest Deadline Extended to Dec. 13! We
want to know what you make with your peanuts! Submit your
favorite recipe made with peanuts. Our youth will vote on the
best recipe, and the winner will receive a free bag of peanuts!
Recipes will be compiled in a small booklet and be made
available for a peanut-sized purchase. Submit recipes to Tracy
at colbertumyf@gmail.com by Dec. 13.
 

"Your beginnings will be humble, so
prosperous will your future be." Job 8:7

Our youth encountering the
Compassion Experience, Nov. 16



Check the Official Church Calendar (located in the church office in the FLC)
to see if the room(s) or van is available for the day(s) you want to reserve
and use them. Please note that the church maintains a list of approved
drivers; please see Pastor Joe for more information.
Read the building usage policy located on the bulletin board outside the
church office and on the bulletin board in the back hall of the church.
Fill out a Reservation Form located online or in the church office, and
return it to Pastor Joe.
Pay any necessary deposit or usage fee (preferably by check) to the church.
Trustees will determine and assess any damage fees as necessary.
After receipt of payment (if necessary), Pastor Joe will confirm your
reservation and write your reservation on the Official Church Calendar.

Official Church Calendar
 
Need to reserve church spaces or van for an event? The Official Church
Calendar is maintained by Pastor Joe. If you need to use the old fellowship
hall, Family Life  Center, Sunday School rooms, sanctuary, or church van,
please follow these easy steps:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

If you are unable to be there for your scheduled Sunday, please try to switch with someone or email
colbertumcnews@gmail.com.

God's Sunday Servants

 
This policy was adopted
by the Church Council on
Jan. 9, 2011.

6





Pastor Joe Gunby
(706) 788-3372 (office)
joe.gunby@ngumc.net
 

www.colbert-umc.org
colbertumc1@gmail.com
               

              Colbert United Methodist Church
                
 

Our Mission:
Colbert United Methodist Church exists to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world!

68 North Second Street
P.O. Box 317
Colbert, Georgia 30628

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Join us each Sunday this Advent season AND for a special 

Candelight Christmas Eve Service at  5:30PM 
to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.


