
From The Pastor's Desk
Dear Friends,
 

It was truly a delight to be with
so many of you during our recent
Meet and Greet events. Of the
many positive things I heard
from you, one affirmation I heard
fairly consistently was, “this is a
giving church.” This has also
been echoed in the far more
boring (and less fattening!)
Finance Committee and church
Council meetings where we’ve
“gone over the numbers” and
concluded again that God has
blessed the church through the
generosity of her members. 
 

During the month of October, we
will be focusing on our response
to the generosity of God
throughout four weeks of
Stewardship Sundays. During
these four Stewardship Sundays,
we’re going to look at how our
generosity is rooted in the God’s
generosity toward us. Of all the
places in the church’s worship
and Scripture where we see God
giving most completely to us is in
what we call the Words of
Institution: “Now as they were
eating, Jesus took bread, and 

blessed, and broke it, and gave
it to the disciples.” Took—
Blessed—Broke—Gave each of
these will provide the theme for
one week.
 

Not content to just talk about
our hopes and dreams for the
church, we want to build on the
momentum we built in these
conversation to take concrete
steps toward making them a
reality. 
 

Go ahead and mark your
calendars now for our church-
wide vision and mission retreat,
to be held November 9th, a.m. t.
More than just thinking about a
lot of good ideas that might
work, we’re going to hone in on
the initiatives we want to
personally and collectively
commit to. After that, the
Church Council will meet to
prioritize and sketch a timeline
for working toward our shared
goals. In the meantime, please
pray and be in discernment
about areas of ministry that God
might be calling us toward.
                

looking forward,
joe
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Soup Kitchen
OUR DAILY BREAD AT ATHENS FBC

Our wonderful volunteers served
184 plates of food to our
appreciative guests on Sept. 26 at
Athens First Baptist Church. Greg
Palmer, Brenda Abdel-Hafez,
Shirley McClure, Steve Horrocks,
Wanda Coley and Tracy Coley
prepared and served green peas,
mashed potatoes with gravy,
sausage, ham, bread, canned fruit
and fresh fruit. Those of us who
serve are so blessed that our
church family is behind us
financially. This is also a huge
blessing to the guests who
attend. Thank you Colbert UMC
for your financial and prayerful
gifts that make this ministry
possible. If you would like to
participate in this ministry, see
Brenda Abdel-Hafez. We will
serve again Oct. 24. We arrive at
10:30am, prepare and serve food.
We leave promptly at 1:00pm. We
do not have to clean up.

LUKE 3:10-11
And the crowds asked him,
“What then shall we do?”
And he answered them,
“Whoever has two tunics is
to share with him who has
none, and whoever has
food is to do likewise.”

Food Bank
NORTHEAST GEORGIA FOOD BANK

We are so privileged to be able to
hold a Food Bank day on the third
Thursday of each month. Ingles
has donated all of our paper bags
for bagging for the last several
years when Bill and Shirley
McClure first started the Colbert
UMC Food Bank. We need
shoppers and baggers to prepare
bags for the day of the Food Bank.
Please contact Dave English, Greg
Palmer or Mariann Branson if you
are interested in helping. This is a
great ministry to be a part of. On
Sept. 19, the Colbert UMC Food
Bank provided food bags to 54
families—130 people total. Much
thanks to Greg Palmer, Dave
English, Shirley McClure, Bill and
Janet Ashley, Allen and Faye
Harris, Kathryn Phelps, and Steve
Horrocks for their help. The Food
Bank still needs shoppers and
baggers. Please consider helping
a couple times a year. The next
distribution will be on Oct. 17,
10am-noon.

UMW
Oct. 7, 6pm
 

Worship Committee
Oct. 8, 6pm
 

Pastor Appreciation Lunch
Oct. 13, 12pm
 

MOE
Oct. 15, 6pm
 

SPR
Oct. 15, 7:30pm
 

Food Bank
Oct. 17, 10am-noon
 

Soup Kitchen
Oct. 24, 10:30am-1pm
 

Charge Conference @
Gordon's Chapel 
Oct. 27, 3pm
 

Trunk-or-Treat
Oct. 31, 6-8pm
 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS

& EVENTS

All meetings are held in the FLC
unless otherwise noted.

2



MOE
MISSION-OUTREACH-
EVANGELISM

During the month of October,
we are requesting stocking
hats, scarves and gloves for
the Christmas Shoeboxes and
cans of chicken and boxes of
Ramen noodles for IMM. If
possible, we are asking each
family to bring two or more
items for the shoeboxes and
two items for IMM. THANK you
so much for ALL the
contributions that you have
given this calendar year. We
delivered 100 cases of water
to Colbert Elementary School
in September. Our next
meeting will be October 15 at
6 pm in the FLC.

Trustees
The trustees met on Sept. 17 to
discuss both old and new items
of concern to both maintaining
and upgrading the church
facilities. Our desire is to
enhance the worship experience
as we make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation of
the World.
 

Old business included utilizing
the current vanity in the ladies
restroom, but provide
wheelchair access to the sink.
The cost of installing an awning
over the Sunday school
entrance door was obtained
along with two possible style
options. Also discussed was
retro-fitting the deep sinks in
the FLC with commercial grade
kitchen spray arms to assist in
kitchen clean up after an event.
A price has been obtained, but
other bids need to be obtained.
No decisions have been made
on this needed upgrade.
Replacing the carpet in the FLC
and the cost factor was
discussed. We discussed
replacing some of the concrete
in front of the church’s main
entrance and extending the
concrete to the street, along
with a cost estimate.
 

In new business, it was noted
that the lights in the old
fellowship hall (church
building) have been upgraded
to LEDs. These lights will be
brighter, more energy efficient,
and not need replacing as
often. The trustees had a
special guest—Tracy Coley,
youth director, who presented
a project proposal to convert
the fellowship hall in the
church building into a new
youth space that would
provide them with a casual,
warm, welcoming place to
meet and enjoy fellowship with
one another. The trustees
approved this, realizing that
the youth are the future and
need a place of their own to
look forward to meeting
together. The fire extinguishers
will be inspected for their
annual maintenance this
month. The trustees plan to
meet as needed for the
remainder of the year and ask
that if a need or concern arises
to express that concern to the
pastor or a trustee.
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GAP Class
We are currently studying Paul’s
ministry and the passion that he
had for the gospel of Jesus
Christ. We have discussed many
familiar scriptures in Acts,
Romans and Ephesians. We need
to hear these words often from
the letter of Ephesians: “For it is
by grace you have been saved,
through faith—and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that no
one can boast.” Also, “As a
prisoner for the Lord, then, I 

Brookshire
Class
We are using the Adult Bible
Studies, and our subject this 
quarter is God. This month the
topic is "In God's Image."  We are 
created in God's image and are
responsible for being the a
faithful bearer of God's image in
the world. "Praying Hands,
Teaching Hands, Touching
Hands, Healing Hands, Feeding
Hands, and Serving Hands." 
 What adjective describe your
hands?
 

Thank you Jack Scaffe for our
new LED lights.

IMM (inthemiddlemeals) Program
Currently we are serving 35 students at the middle school and 11 students at the high
school. We are meeting a member of the Homeless Council on Thursday, Oct 3 to talk
about the grant for which we applied.  So by the time that you read this, we will
already know if we got it or not. Thank you so much for your faithfulness in giving to
this ministry.
 

October food items needed for students
(Ramen noodles and canned chicken) 
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** NOTE: The iMm food pantry
has moved to the FLC in the same
ares as the Food Bank. Please
leave donations in the gray tub in
the church narthex. 

urge you to live a life worthy of the
calling you have received. Be
completely humble and gentle; be
patient, bearing with one another
in love. Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the
bond of peace. There is one body
and one Spirit, just as you were
called to one hope when you were
called; one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all
and in all.”Join us on Sundays at
10 AM to participate with us.

Saved by Grace



KFC Kids/JAM
JAM is The Amazing Power of
Jesus.  This month we will be
learning about Noah, Moses,
Abraham and Sarah, and King
David. 
 

KFC will be picked up trash last
week as a service project. We

will have two weeks of review of
previous material. Beginning
this month, we will have a
missions lesson on the fourth
Wednesday each month. We will
be learning about missions in
Appalachia.

Youth
Energizing! I can't think of a
better word to sum up
September. We started our
"Dare to Dream" series this past
month, putting our dreams into
action. We're creating a unique
space for our youth with room
to grow and invite friends to
hang out with us. Thanks to our
Church Council and Trustees, as
well as generous donations from
church members, we are
remodeling  the old fellowship
hall and kitchen. We'll have a
youth work day on Oct. 7th
(Teacher Work Day) to clean,
prep and paint the large room.
 

We're having a lot of fun during
our Wednesday night study on

the Apostle's Creed. On Oct. 30,
we will watch the movie "The
Young Messiah." 
 

 All youth are invited to
participate in our local mission
weekend on Nov. 1-3, spending
two nights at the church and
serving our community. This is
to prepare us for our summer
mission trip to Louisville, KY
next June! We'll have a parent
meeting on Oct. 20 to provide
more information and ask
questions about the trip. Check
out all the events to the right!
 

                    In His service,
                    Tracy

 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 22 
 
Dec. 13 
Jan. 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oct. 7, 
10am-4pm
 

Oct. 12, 
6-10pm
 

Through 
Oct. 23, 
6:30-8pm
 

Oct. 27, 
5pm 
 

 
Nov. 1-3
 

 
Dec. 15
 

June 7-13
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Trunk-or-Treat
Movie night: "Prince
Caspian"
Christmas Party
Laser Tag
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH ROOM WORK
DAY
 

OCTOBER FUN EVENT:
ZOMBIE FARMS
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY:
"CREED"
 

PARENT MEETING:
SUMMER MISSION
TRIP INFO/Q&A
 

LOCAL MISSION
WEEKEND
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY
 

2020 YOUTH MISSION
TRIP: LOUISVILLE, KY
 

KFC

YOUTH
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Official Church Calendar
 
Need to reserve church spaces or van for an event? The Official Church
Calendar is maintained by Pastor Joe. If you need to use the old fellowship
hall, Family Life  Center, Sunday School rooms, sanctuary, or church van,
please follow these easy steps:

Check the Official Church Calendar (located in the church office in the FLC)
to see if the room(s) or van is available for the day(s) you want to reserve
and use them. Please note that the church maintains a list of approved
drivers; please see Pastor Joe for more information.
Read the building usage policy located on the bulletin board outside the
church office and on the bulletin board in the back hall of the church.
Fill out a Reservation Form located online or in the church office, and
return it to Pastor Joe.
Pay any necessary deposit or usage fee (preferably by check) to the church.
Trustees will determine and assess any damage fees as necessary.
After receipt of payment (if necessary), Pastor Joe will confirm your
reservation and write your reservation on the Official Church Calendar.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

If you are unable to be there for your scheduled Sunday, please try to switch with someone or email
colbertumcnews@gmail.com.

God's Sunday Servants

 
This policy was adopted
by the Church Council on
Jan. 9, 2011.
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Pastor Joe Gunby
(706) 788-3372 (office)
joe.gunby@ngumc.net
 

www.colbert-umc.org
colbertumc1@gmail.com
               

              Colbert United Methodist Church
                
 

Our Mission:
Colbert United Methodist Church exists to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world!

68 North Second Street
P.O. Box 317
Colbert, Georgia 30628

Thursday, October 31 • 6-8pm • FLC Parking Lot
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Thank You...
The family of Miriam Delk would like to express our deepest
appreciation to the people of Colbert UMC for everything you did for
us after the passing of our sweet Momma. The immediate response
from friends there helped get us through the darkest times. You will
never know just how much that church meant to Momma, nor can you
know what it has meant to us over the years. Just knowing how much
she loved you all and how much joy it brought into her life gave us so
much comfort. 
 
To the ladies of the UMW, there just aren't enough words to say how
much  we appreciate you. The Celebration of Life service was the more
amazing than anything we could have ever dreamed of.  We could feel
the love you had for Momma all around us, whether it was in the
beautiful setting you presented, the food you prepared, or just the
smiles on your faces when we walked in.  The love and care with which
you planned and carried
 out the reception is something that we will never forget.  
 
And a special, heartfelt thank you to Jim Haralson. We love you
dearly. And so did Momma. You were very, very precious to her. 
 
Special thanks to anyone who participated in the backpack
drive. With your help, our family was able to donate 196 backpacks
(most of them filled to the brim!) to the needy children of Colbert
Elementary and other 
schools in Madison County. ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY SIX!!! What a
tribute to our Mother. We are so very grateful for your love and
generosity in her memory. We plan to make this an annual drive in her
memory, so be 
watching out for next fall's "Miriam Delk Memorial Backpack Drive."
 
In conclusion, the words "Thank you" just don't say enough. There
should be better words to express our appreciation to you, but those
simple words say it best. We love you all so much, and we thank you
for the love 
you've shown to our sweet "Butter" since 1962. God bless you all.
 
NeeCee, Wes, and family


